Technology evaluation: reticulose, advanced viral research.
Advanced Viral Research Corp is developing reticulose, a nontoxic peptide nucleic acid preparation, for the potential treatment of viral infection. The compound is undergoing phase II clinical trials for the potential topical treatment of human papillomavirus infection in the US. Reticulose has also been investigated in clinical studies for the treatment of HIV infection in Barbados. Additionally, the drug is being investigated for the potential treatment of adenovirus infection, and is being evaluated in adjuvant arthritis models by the Weizmann Institute of Science. Investigations into the use of reticulose to reduce the toxic effects of cancer treatment are underway in Israel. Phase I trials in patients with cachexia associated with HIV, lymphoma and solid tumor, have also been initiated in Israel.